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Lake Norman church of Christ

1. Review

a. Lesson One: Introduction

b. Lesson Two: Christ is Superior to Angel’s Chapter 1 and 2

c. Lesson Three: Christ is Superior to Moses Chapter 3

d. Lesson Four: Christ’s rest is superior to rest offered thru Joshua to Israelites Chapter 4:1 – 13

e. Lesson Five: Christ is a superior High Priest Chapter 4:14 – 5:10

2. Preview

a. Lesson Six: Warning to the Hearer Chapter 5:11 – Chapter 6

b. Lesson Seven: Christ of order of Melchizedek Chapter 7

c. Lesson Eight: Christ’s covenant is greater than Moses’ Chapter 8

d. Lesson Nine: Mosaic worship is a shadow of true worship Chapter 9:1-14

e. Lesson Ten: Christ’s sacrifice is superior than Mosaic sacrifices Chapter 9:15 – Chapter 10:20

f. Lesson Eleven:
i. Second Warning to the Hearer Chapter 10:21 – 31

ii. Personal words of encouragement Chapter 10:32 – 39

g. Lesson Twelve: Faith Chapter 11

h. Lesson Thirteen:

i. Encouragement Chapter 12

ii. Divers Instructions Chapter 13

3. Lesson Six: A Warning to the Hearer Chapter 5:11 – Chapter 6

a. Heb 5:11 – 14 Maturity Expected
i. Question:  What was just discussed prior to this section of passage?

1. Christ is of order of Melchizedek

ii.  11 Of whom we have many things to say, and hard of interpretation, seeing ye are become dull of hearing.

iii.  12 For when by reason of the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need again that some one teach you the rudiments of the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of solid food.

1. The point of Christianity:  You are good, now go help another

2. Gospel is spread from heart to heart. Soul to soul.

3. 1Co 1:21 For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.
4. 2Co 4:7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the exceeding greatness of the power may be of God, and not from ourselves;
5. Question:  What good are you to God, if you are unable to pass his Gospel along?

6. Mt 5:14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.
7. Question: What does it mean to be a light?

iv.  13 For every one that partaketh of milk is without experience of the word of righteousness; for he is a babe.

v.  14 But solid food is for fullgrown men, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern good and evil.
1. Note: Uses analogy that is easy to understand

2. Something we would know from personal experience

3. Would you entrust much to a baby?

4. How does a baby learn?

a. Education – someone must teach it

b. Experience – he must put what he has learned into practice.

5. 1Co 3:1 – 3

a.  1 And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, as unto babes in Christ.

b.  2 I fed you with milk, not with meat; for ye were not yet able to bear it: nay, not even now are ye able;

c.  3 for ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you jealousy and strife, are ye not carnal, and do ye not walk after the manner of men?

i. Carnality is evidence of lack of maturity spiritually

ii. 1Pe 3:18 For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:
iii. We too, must put to death the flesh and its lust to mature in Christ

6. 1Pe 2:1 – 2

a.  1 Putting away therefore all wickedness, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings,

b.  2 as newborn babes, long for the spiritual milk which is without guile, that ye may grow thereby unto salvation;

c. As with an infant, we must be taught

d. We are taught by the Word of God – His Sincere Milk

e. It teaches us how to mature

f. We must put what we learn to practice in order to mature

7. Eph 4:14 – 32

a.   14 that we may be no longer children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, in craftiness, after the wiles of error;

b.  15 but speaking truth in love, we may grow up in all things into him, who is the head, even Christ;

c.  16 from whom all the body fitly framed and knit together through that which every joint supplieth, according to the working in due measure of each several part, maketh the increase of the body unto the building up of itself in love.

d.  17 This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye no longer walk as the Gentiles also walk, in the vanity of their mind,

e.  18 being darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardening of their heart;

f.  19 who being past feeling gave themselves up to lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.

g.  20 But ye did not so learn Christ;

h.  21 if so be that ye heard him, and were taught in him, even as truth is in Jesus:

i.  22 that ye put away, as concerning your former manner of life, the old man, that waxeth corrupt after the lusts of deceit;

j.  23 and that ye be renewed in the spirit of your mind,

k.  24 and put on the new man, that after God hath been created in righteousness and holiness of truth.

l.  25 Wherefore, putting away falsehood, speak ye truth each one with his neighbor: for we are members one of another.

m.  26 Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath:

n.  27 neither give place to the devil.

o.  28 Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labor, working with his hands the thing that is good, that he may have whereof to give to him that hath need.

p.  29 Let no corrupt speech proceed out of your mouth, but such as is good for edifying as the need may be, that it may give grace to them that hear.

q.  30 And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, in whom ye were sealed unto the day of redemption.

r.  31 Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and railing, be put away from you, with all malice:

s.  32 and be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving each other, even as God also in Christ forgave you.

b. Heb 6:1 – 3

i.  1 Wherefore leaving the doctrine of the first principles of Christ, let us press on unto perfection (Completeness); not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works (Mosaic Law), and of faith toward God,

ii.  2 of the teaching of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.

iii.  3 And this will we do, if God permit.

1. Question:  What are first principles of Christ?

a. Repentance from Mosaic Law

b. Faith towards God

c. Baptism

d. Miraculous Gifts (1 Cor 12 – 14)

e. Resurrection of the dead

f. Eternal judgement

2. This the author says is milk!

3. As mature Christians, we should be beyond this!

4. As mature Christians, we should be able to teach this to others!

c. Hebrews 6:4 - 8 

i. 4 For as touching those who were once enlightened and tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Spirit,

ii.  5 and tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the age to come,

iii.  6 and then fell away, it is impossible to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.

iv.  7 For the land which hath drunk the rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for them for whose sake it is also tilled, receiveth blessing from God:

v.  8 but if it beareth thorns and thistles, it is rejected and nigh unto a curse; whose end is to be burned.

1. Verse 7 and 8 explain why, “it is impossible to renew them again unto repentance.”

2. Mt 19:26 But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible.
3. The problem is the heart!

4. Heb 2:3 – 4

a.  3 how shall we escape, if we neglect so great a salvation? which having at the first been spoken through the Lord, was confirmed unto us by them that heard;

b.  4 God also bearing witness with them, both by signs and wonders, and by manifold powers, and by gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to his own will.

5. Heb 10:29 of how much sorer punishment, think ye, shall he be judged worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant wherewith he was sanctified an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?
6. God gave His very best – and it just was not good enough for them.

d. Hebrews 6:9 – 12 Encouraging the Faithful
i.  9 But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things that accompany salvation, though we thus speak:

ii.  10 for God is not unrighteous to forget your work and the love which ye showed toward his name, in that ye ministered unto the saints, and still do minister.

iii.  11 And we desire that each one of you may show the same diligence unto the fulness of hope even to the end:

iv.  12 that ye be not sluggish, but imitators of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises.

e. Hebrew 6:13 – 20 Precious Promises
i.  13 For when God made promise to Abraham, since he could swear by none greater, he sware by himself,

ii.  14 saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee.

iii.  15 And thus, having patiently endured, he obtained the promise.

iv.  16 For men swear by the greater: and in every dispute of theirs the oath is final for confirmation.

v.  17 Wherein God, being minded to show more abundantly unto the heirs of the promise the immutability of his counsel, interposed with an oath;

vi.  18 that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we may have a strong encouragement, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us:

vii.  19 which we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and stedfast and entering into that which is within the veil;

viii.  20 whither as a forerunner Jesus entered for us, having become a high priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.

1. 2Pe 1:4 – 11

a.  4 whereby he hath granted unto us his precious and exceeding great promises; that through these ye may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in that world by lust.

b.  5 Yea, and for this very cause adding on your part all diligence, in your faith supply virtue; and in your virtue knowledge;

c.  6 and in your knowledge self-control; and in your self-control patience; and in your patience godliness;

d.  7 and in your godliness brotherly kindness; and in your brotherly kindness love.

e.  8 For if these things are yours and abound, they make you to be not idle nor unfruitful unto the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

f.  9 For he that lacketh these things is blind, seeing only what is near, having forgotten the cleansing from his old sins.

g.  10 Wherefore, brethren, give the more diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never stumble:

h.  11 for thus shall be richly supplied unto you the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

4. Closing

a. Note that Hebrews 5:11 – 6:8 deal with those who are carnal, immature

b. Note that Hebrews 6:9 – 21 attempts to stir the faithful

c. This would mean that there were some of their number, who had fallen away

d. This letter is being written to:

i. Encourage

ii. Embolden

iii. Educate

iv. The faithful remnant

e. Those who remained, needed a shepherd – this author rose to the occasion

f. We know from this section, that the author knew his audience

g. Otherwise, it would be hard for the Faithful Remnant to be encouraged by strange words from a strange brother

h. Question: What lesson do we learn from this example?

i. We should be willing to say hard things to hear to each other

ii. Say what needs to be said

iii. Be unpopular

iv. But to do it out of motivation of love
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